Are you committing health care fraud under the False Claims Act? The answer may not be as simple as you think.
Health care fraud has a significant financial effect on the operations of the American health care system. Governments and insurers are intent on quashing such fraud and have instituted massive efforts to indict and punish offenders as well as recover major monetary awards. This article provides examples of fraudulent practices and details the definitions of fraud and abuse. In addition, it characterizes the concept of qui tam that allows whistleblowers to share in any financial awards. Finally, it highlights the importance of proper coding as a means of reducing the suspicion of fraud or abuse.